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Who is Shan Sa ?

Shan Sa was born Yan Ni to a family of scholars in Beijing. She later adopted the pen name
Shan Sa. She began writing poems and taking lessons in traditional Chinese calligraphy,
watercolor, and in Chinese music, as early as seven years old.

Her first collection of poems was published at her age of
10 and was widely lauded by the most prominent Chinese
writers of the 20th century, including Ai Qing, the
novelist Liu Xinwu, Yan Wenjin, and literary critic Xie
Mian. When she was 14, she became the youngest
member of the Beijing Writers’ Association. Before the
age of 15, she had already published four collections of
her poems in Chinese.

Shan Sa moved to Paris in 1990, where she has continued to reside, having immediately fallen
in love with the city. In France, she studied Philosophy and Art History and worked under the
famous artist Balthus.

She published seven novels written in
French which have been translated into
over thirty foreign languages, and are used
as literary teaching material in middle
schools in China, France and Japan.

Starting in 2001, Enrico Navarra, Jogl
Cohen, Marlborough Gallery New York,
Elisabeth de Brabant Art Centre were the
first to show her work for public exhibition
in France, in U.S. and in China, where she
joined the ranks of other such renowned
artists as Zao Wou Ki as one of the most
talented modern Chinese artists out there
today. Shan Sa has become what was once
known in China as a “literati”. She masters
the four traditional disciplines: poetry,
calligraphy, painting and music.
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2009, Shan Sa is nominated by the French
Cultural Ministry for Knight of Order of
Arts and Letters.
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As a novelist who writes in French and whose writings are translated throughout the world,
Shan Sa is, above all, a poet, a Chinese poet and a Chinese painter, who learned calligraphy at
the age of seven, and traditional painting at the age of nine. All her works are influenced by
the greats of Chinese paintings and poetry of the ancient dynasties. For her, painting and
poetry are two expressions of one art. Her poetry unfolds as the delicate painting scroll; her
paintings don’t illustrate her poems, they are breathing of her soul. When the words in her
writing and the characters in her calligraphies aren’t as colourful as her paintings, they are
keys of a shimmering world.

——By Pierre-Jean Remy
Writer and art critic. Member of French Academy

The Middle Kingdom discovered centuries ago that writing is
painting, and painting is writing. A poet is a painter, and a
painter is a writer. Shan Sa, who is Chinese and who lives in
France, participates in this traditional custom of China's genius,
and she has absorbed this concept of the exchange between the
content and the format, between the mental and the visual,
between the mind and the physical, the slow and the fast. The
work of Shansa is directly inspired by these two sources, and she
has the talent to master the skills needed to be a true writer and a
contemporary painter, diverse and lyrical, using forms and color
with a contented imagination and a sensitivity to the horizon of
freedom of the non-figurative, which keeps its narrative in which
the text of the writer pierces, here and there, the gestures of color
of the painter. Shan Sa brings us the signs and the intimate
dreams of the East, and the clarity of words of the West.

——By Jean Cortot
Painter. Member of Academy of Beaux Arts
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2011, "The Immortal Life", solo painting exhibition at Elisabeth de
Brabant Art Center, Shanghai, China
’ 2010, “The Naked Zither” solo painting exhibition at Elisabeth de
Brabant Private Villa, Shanghai, China
2010, published novel <<The Naked Zither>>
2009, "Journey", solo painting exhibition at Elisabeth de Brabant
Art Center, Shanghai,China
2009, "Time in West, Light in East", solo painting exhibition at
Elisabeth de Brabant Art Center, Shanghai,China
2009, "Time in West, Light in East", solo painting exhibition at
Ricard Foundation of Contemporary Art, Paris, France
2009, published painting book <<The motionless clouds>>

2008, "Time in West, Light in East", solo painting exhibition at Marlborough Gallery of New York
2008, "Time in West, Light in East", solo painting exhibition at Takashimaya Gallery, Nagoya, Japan
2007-08, Shanghai International Art Fair with the Marlborough Gallery of New York
2007, group painting exhibition at Marlborough Gallery, Monte-Carlo, Monaco
2007, "Time in West, Light in East", solo painting exhibition at Chanel Nexus Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
2007, "Time in West, Light in East", solo painting exhibition at Takashimaya Nihonbashi Gallery, Tokyo,
Japan
20006, published novel <<Alexandre and Alestria>>
2005-2006, International Asian Art Fair in New York with the Marlborough Gallery of New York
2005, published novel <<The Conspirators>>
2004, painting exhibition with Zao Wouki at Berthet-Aittouares Gallery, Paris
2004, Art Paris with the Berthet-Aittouares Gallery
2003, published novel <<Empress>>, which won the Best Novel Prize for Paperback Readers
2002, published painting book <<The Mirror of the Calligrapher>>
2002, solo painting exhibition at Adler-Navarra Gallery, Paris
2001,published <<The Girl Who Played Go>, which won the prize Goncourt des Lycéens (France),
Kiriyama prize (U.S.A.) and was awarded by the Chinese Writers’ Association
2001, solo painting exhibition at Adler-Navarra Gallery, Paris

2000, published poem book <<The Sharp Wind
and the Swift Dagger>>

1999, published novel <<The Four Lives of the
Willow>>, awarded the Cazes Prize (France)
1997, published novel <<Gate of Celestrial
peace>>, which was awarded Goncourt Prize
for Best First Novel, the Literary Vocation
Prize and the French Academy special prize
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